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¢ First, louching Dandies, let us consider, with some scientific
’4 )

strictness, what a Dandie specially is.
CARLYLE.
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CHAPTER 1L

The supposed origin of the Border breed of Terrier now known as
the ‘Dandie Dinmont’—The breed when first known confined to
the Northumbrian Borders—The Border ‘Muggers '—¢ Piper’ Allan
and his dogs—Guy Manmring—jmes Davidson of Hindlee
alias ‘ Dandie Dinmont of Charlieshope '—The sources from which
Davidson obtained his Terriers—Public attention called to the
breed—The ¢ Davidson Writing *—Does the pure breed still exist?
—The Blackwoodhouse Records.

THE exact origin of the now historic race of
‘Peppers and Mustards,’ or ‘Dandie Dinmont’
Terriers, is practically unknown, notwithstanding all
the investigations and lively discussions which for
many years past (particularly from 1867 to 1880)
have been maintained, almost without intermission,
in the leading sporting journals by those interested
in the breed ; and it may now be safely affirmed that
the actual origin of the race will never be definitely

ascertained.
A

















































































28 THE DANDIE DINMONT TERRIER :

‘the pure race at an early period of its history
‘ were the Hon. G. H. Baillie of Jerviswoode and
¢ Mellerstain, and Mr. Home of Carrolside. . . .

Whether Davidson’s terriers were procured by
him from this particular person or that, is, how-
ever, not of much moment, provided it is clearly
understood that they were no new breed, but
belonged to a race long before his time known and
valued as a pure breed of terriers on the Borders.

Since James Davidson’s time the breed of
‘ Dandie Dinmont’ terrier has, carefully and con-
tinuously down to the present time, been preserved
pure and untainted by a few admirers of the breed,
and to whose kennels all the pure-bred ¢ Dandies’
of to-day trace back.

That pure-bred Dandies exist now-a-days has
been, however, denied by some, but there is not a
shadow of a doubt that there are still many of the
true breed in existence.

In 1869 this question was put to James Scott
of Newstead :—Did he consider or believe that
there was a pure-bred ‘Dandie’ in existence ?
His emphatic answer was,' ‘Most decidedly I do.
¢ I believe that Mr. Robson, Mr. Dodd, etc., have
‘them in the vicinity of the Redswire, as also
¢ others; that Mr. Aitken, Mr. Bradshaw Smith,
¢ Mr. Milne all have them, and many others; I

! See the Field of 4th December 1869.












































































































































































































88 THE DANDIE DINMONT TERRIER :

The relative values of the several points in the
Standard are as follow :—

Head, . . . . . . 10 Coat, . 15
Eyes,. . . . . . . 10 Colour, . [3
Ears, . . . . . . . 710 | Size and weight, . [3
Neck,. . . . . . . 5 General appearance, . 5
Body,. . . . . . . 20 e
Tail, . . . . . . . 3 Total, . 100
Legsand feet, . . . . 10 —




































































































116 THE DANDIE DINMONT TERRIER :

and with too stout and short fore-legs, avoided.
And here I would strongly impress upon the
reader that the ‘Dandie Dinmont’ terrier is not,
and never was, a ‘fancy’ terrier, but owes its fame
solely to his qualifications as a working terrier.
Breeders must therefore not allow themselves to be
led away by ‘fancy’ points, and induced to breed
terriers with what were originally desirable charac-
teristics so exaggerated as to unfit them for practical
work. A beauty exaggerated becomes a fault.


































































I 36 THE DANDIE DINMONT TERRIER :

panied by Badger and Ginger, start on our walk We first
visited some old fox-earths in one or two sand hillocks, covered
with ¢ scrubby’ wood, which stood in the middle of a dreary peat-
moss, but after the terriers had explored these in a somewhat
lukewarm way, and without finding Reynard at home, we made
a move for the higher ground.

1 should, perhaps, have mentioned before that Badger and
Ginger are respectively dog and bitch, three-year-old Dandies,
and that Ginger (in the hands of her former owner) has taken a
first at the premier English Show, and was in your valuable
Journal, if 1 mistake not, described as ¢ a beautiful-shaped terrier,
¢ but too much of a toy.” The ‘toy’ weighs 17 lbs.! Neither
terrier had hitherto seen bigger ‘game’ than ‘rottens’ (rats),
and these only occasionally.

While we were tramping over the ‘moss,’ as before mentioned,
trying the likely places for a fox, and in making our way up the
neighbouring hill to a cairn (some two miles off) we had some
heavy snow and hail showers, which rather damped our ardour,
not to speak of soaking the terriers, and making their progress
through the rough heather and over broken ground rather hard
work.

Behold us, however, arrived at a huge conglomeration of
boulders, covering a circle of about a hundred yards in circum-
ference. A. pointed out a fissure where he had once seen a fox
bolted from, and I accordingly lowered Ginger by the tail into a
very ugly-looking place. In a short time, however, I had to fish
her up again, as she refused to go any distance into the cairn, but
stood shivering with the cold and wet on a ledge of rock, her coat
steaming like a ’'bus horse on a frosty morning. “Try her in
¢ here,’ says A. ; ‘I think she could get along better here.” So in
she was thrust again at a different place. This time, however,
her behaviour was different. No sooner was she in than she
disappeared. A minute or two of silence, then from the depths
came first a sharp barking, next a yell of mingled rage and pain,
and then sounds of ¢‘high words’ between her and some









ITS HISTORY AND CHARACTERISTICS. 139

business without fawning for caresses. Like all
other old and valued servants, he is thought indeed
occasionally, by some, to be a little masterful ; but
inquiry will usually show that on such occasions
he has been unwarrantably interfered with by some
one who is no¢ his master, and the Dandie, being an
intelligent doggie, full well understands the dis-
tinction. ‘Mind your own business, and I’ll attend
‘ to mine, is the Dandie’s motto.
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man at a long price, to go abroad as a perfect specimen of the
breed.

7. ‘Wocy CoBAWN’ was bought for Mr. Somner by Mr.
Stevenson above mentioned out of a kennel of high repute near
Jedburgh. He was of a bluish black colour, intermixed with
white hairs, with a head-covering of white hair. Head large;
ears pendulous and leathery, covered with the sort of hair
recommended in the Dandie Dinmont Club’s Standard. He
was very handsome, and attracted the attention of all who saw
him. This dog was larger in size than the usual run of Mr.
Somner’s dogs.

8. ‘Fox’ was presented to Mr. Somner by Mr. T. Stevenson
before mentioned, as a stud dog. He had been long in Mr.
Stevenson’s service, bolting foxes from their strongholds in the
Cheviot Hills, and when given to Mr. Somner his teeth were
worn to stumps. Yet show him vermin and he was all alive
for mischief. ‘Fox’ was a fine specimen of the breed, having a
long flexible body upon short legs.

9. ‘NETTLE’ was from the kennels of ‘Dandie Dinmont’
direct. Her colour was a pepper, with white head, dark hazel
eye, pendent ears, very long body upon short legs ; weight 11 1b.
She was very game.
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146 IV.—PEDIGREE of Pepper Dandie Dinmont Dog ‘ TWEE:
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